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A Land Remembered has been ranked #1 Best Florida Book eight times in annual polls
conducted by Florida Monthly Magazine.In this best-selling novel, Patrick Smith tells the story of
three generations of the MacIveys, a Florida family who battle the hardships of the frontier to rise
from a dirt-poor Cracker life to the wealth and standing of real estate tycoons. The story opens in
1858, when Tobias MacIvey arrives in the Florida wilderness to start a new life with his wife and
infant son, and ends two generations later in 1968 with Solomon MacIvey, who realizes that the
land has been exploited far beyond human need. The sweeping story that emerges is a rich,
rugged Florida history featuring a memorable cast of crusty, indomitable Crackers battling wild
animals, rustlers, Confederate deserters, mosquitoes, starvation, hurricanes, and freezes to
carve a kingdom out of the swamp. But their most formidable adversary turns out to be greed,
including finally their own. Love and tenderness are here too: the hopes and passions of each
new generation, friendships with the persecuted blacks and Indians, and respect for the land
and its wildlife.A Land Remembered was winner of the Florida Historical Society's Tebeau Prize
as the Most Outstanding Florida Historical Novel. Now in its 14th hardcover printing, it has been
in print since 1984 and is also available in trade paperback.

About the AuthorA native of Mendenhall, Mississippi, Patrick D. Smith earned both a B.A. and a
master's degree in English from the University of Mississippi. He moved to Florida in 1966 and
began writing the novels about Florida that would make bring him lifelong recognition: The River
Is Home, The Beginning, Forever Island, Angel City, Allapattah, and A Land Remembered.
Smith was nominated three times for the Pulitzer Prize: in 1973 for Forever Island; in 1978 for
Angel City, which was produced as a movie of the week for CBS TV; and in 1984 for A Land
Remembered, which was an Editors' Choice selection of the New York Times Book Review. In
the annual statewide Best of Florida poll conducted by Florida Monthly Magazine, A Land
Remembered has been ranked #1 Best Florida Book eight times. In 1985 Smith's lifetime work
was nominated for the Nobel Prize for Literature. In 1999 he was inducted into the Florida Artists
Hall of Fame, which is the highest cultural honor bestowed by the state of Florida. In May 2002
Smith was the recipient of the Florida Historical Society's Fay Schweim Award as the “Greatest
Living Floridian.” The one-time-only award was established to honor the one individual who has
contributed the most to Florida in recent history. Additionally, Smith earned the 2012 Florida
Lifetime Achievement Award for Writing presented by the Florida Humanities Council. The
judges felt that “Patrick Smith's books have been hugely significant to the citizens of Florida . . .
[and] that A Land Remembered is an iconic Florida book that has resonated with generations of
Floridians in helping people understand the history of this remarkable state.”
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Mary Helen Costine, “Best book my family has ever read.. My family lives in Florida. We are part
of the agricultural community and the Florida Cattle Industry. This book reveals times of the
settling and inhabiting era of Florida. Characters in the book are spellbinding. The book draws
you in with wonderful characters that closely aligned with our family experiences and story’s
handed down. We are 5th generation on land in same era since the late 1800’s. Once you start
the book you won’t be able to lay it down. Highly recommend this book.”

SSexton, “Love this novel. My favorite book of all time to read. Patrick Smith brings the wild
Florida into his book and keeps you mesmerized by his words. Historical Fiction is a great way to
understand how life in Florida was so hard.”

Dale Pearson, “Everyone should read this book. I really mean it.. This is an amazing book. It's
crazy how easy of a read it is, but hard to put down. This purchase was a gift for a friend, who in
turn shared it with all of her friends. It really is that enjoyable.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Book club pick. I so enjoyed reading this novel. I loved the strength of the
characters. The women and the men. I too am sorry for what has happened to Florida.”

Joan, “Interesting read about early Florida historu. This historical novel was included as
recommended reading in preparation for my upcoming tour of southern Florida and its history
and culture. It did the job, and I very much enjoyed it.”

Joseph Fasi, “Florida History as it should be told.. If you like Michner or historically correct
novels, this book is for you. If you are from Florida, this is the best way to learn about the history
of Florida in a way that will keep you turning pages and hard to put the book down. I read it in
less than 3 days. Highly recommend this book by Patrick Smith. Liked it so much I bought 2 of
his other books.”

FaithWalk, “I liked the story so much I read it twice!. I think this author and his writing style. I gave
one copy to a friend and had a hard time getting it back, so I bought another!”

richard a. botthof, “Good read. A historical fiction on the colonization of Florida.”

Lass, “Atmospheric novel about old Florida. Lovely story of hardships and triumphs in the
unforgiving territory of Florida in the 1800s.”

Deborah fogg, “Fantastic read. This book was recommended to me and it's one of the best reads
ever! You cannot stop reading. It holds you and you are captured in the book. A must for



anybody.”

Stephanie D. Chapman, “Evocative of place. For those who know and love central Florida this
book opens one's eyes to the history of the area in a most evocative way.”

Jo, “Brilliant. If you are interested in the development of Florida you must read this book. It tells a
wonderful story. Enjoy”

Gordon Davies, “Five Stars. Excellent”

The book by Patrick D. Smith has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 5,374 people have provided feedback.
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